Fig. 2. Improved emblematic public bulldings

Fig. 5. Evolution of Plaza Vespucio. 1990-2001
Care, Tania (2001)

The Survival of Downtown:
7 Recreational activities with no consumption

Pablo Fuentes and Margari

The competition between traditional downtown areas and malls is one of the
expressions of the present crisis, and it is becoming stronger every day. In
Santiago, the planning authorities backed up by local politicians, in a series of
joint operations with the private sector have build under?mund parking spaces,
provided security services, redesigned the traditional “Plaza de Armas” (se
Fig.1), improved emblematic public buildings (Fig. 2), urban furniture and lighting
in‘an effort to maintain the commercial activity in traditional sectors. On the other
hand, the malls have incorporated a broader set of activities much beyond their
initial commercial orientation; nowadays they harbour artist exhibitions, they
incorporate children’s playground, public library, organise varied competitions
and provide urban, medical and even religious services on Sundays. Figure 5
shows the evolution of one of the main malls of the city -Mall Plaza Vespucio-
in a short period of time.

The importance of maintaining the level of activity in downtown areas needs to
be stressed, not only because of the historical and economic importance of these
areas, but also especially in Latin American cities, because they tend to he the
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Fig. 6. Soclo economic diverse population
meets and interacts

The research presented here
started with the fatalistic idea that
the traditional downtown areas
versus malls war -which to a great
extent was considered a survival
war—was doomed to be won by
the second if it was fought in the
a . The malls are

few remaining gubllc places where a socio diverse eets
and interacts (Fig. 6). Although access to commercial centres -malls- is n

free, they are socially characterised by the area where they are located, and
tend to be extremely segregated in socio-economic terms.

specialized mmmermaI arlefacis of
globalisation —as De Mattos (1999)
defines them— wnh a professional
approach to maximising
consumption and thus efficiently
providing the services and products
that will attract the clientele.

(1) The foundational triangle as the integrating nucleus of the city

Fig. 18. Pedestrian presence and activities

Fig. 7. Global integration of the whole of Santlago
Fig. 8. The foundational triangle's borders
Fig. 9. The metropolitan articulation

In order to determine the magnitude of
the flow of ?euple who go to the
downtown for recreation during the
weekends, the amount of people that
enter or leave by the perpendicular streets
0 Bernardo O'Higgins and Mapocho was
observed. The data retrieved was shown
in thematic plans and graphs.

The resulting graphs show that the
estrian flow entering throug

ernardo O'Higgins takes the shape of
a pyramid, with a peak in ‘Paseo
Ahumada” and decreasing IIaw to the
edges (Fig 13). ‘Paseo AhUmada' is the
greater injector of pedestrians (index of
107) probably due to the public transport
hatconoeniraies I Bermardo O'Higgins
(fig 15). Some streets show very little
pedestrian flow, but clearly show a
direction, as is the case of Morandé and
Teatinos, where the difference of

entrances exceeds 500% with respect to
the exits (Fig. 14). On other end of the
foundational triangle, in the Mapocho
street, the distribution of the pedestrian
flow concentrates in “Paseo Puente”, that
is the extension of the "Paseo Ahumada”
towards the north. In this case, unlike the
Bernardo O'Higgins Av., the total of
pedestrian exit is greater than the
pedestrian entrance, being the “Paseo
Puente” the greatest exit of the area
(index of 228).

The pedestrian flow studies showed
important asymmetries and the definition
of a specific route: the people enter the
downtown area in similar proportions
through 15 streets, yet leave mainly
through one specific sireet.

Within the vari

ty of people who inhabit the downtown area during

The downtown area of Santiago, what is called the foundational triangle has clear
borders and is easily identifiable. It lies between the Mapocho River by the north,
the Panamerican Highway by the west and the Alameda by the south (Fig. 8).
Although the area shows signs of decay, it is still the greatest concentration of
economic and social exchange of the country due to the quantity of commercial,
financial and cultural activities that still occur within its boundaries. In fact, it
harbors the headquarter buildings of the main banks and international agencies,
the stock market, the Courts of Justice, the Ministries and the Presidential Palace.

The foundational triangle is located at the crossroads of the two major routes of
the city: the Alameda and the Panamerican Highway, consolidating its articulating
role al metropolitan, regional and national level (Fig. 9). Its connections with the
rest of the city through public transport and road system, facilitates access during
weekends, even when the offices and most of the commerce is closed

(Fig. 11-12). In fact, the interviews showed that an important proportion of the
people were coming from peripheral poor areas through public transport, exclusively
for recreational purposes.

(3) Land use

Fig. 17. Axial map of the foundational triangle

In a preliminary survey it was
discovered that the people who live
or work in the downtown avoid to
remain in it during the weekends
and prefer what they consider
“places with less noise and
contamination”. Nevertheless, the
data also showed that a great
number of people comes from
peripheral areas excluswely for
recreational purposes (“to stroll
around”) to the downtown, although
they recognize that this is a
secondary choice with respect to
visiting a mall or a public park. This
way the recreational potential of the
sector can be perceived clearly
during the weekend and this one
aftribute has not been use.

The most frequent programmes are
the kiosks, the cmemas and
theatres, the drugstores

restaurants, pubs and dspartment
stores.

The small scale programmes
concentrate along the pedestrian
precinct “Puente — Ahumada”, with
the drugstores being the most
frequent programme in the area
(Fig. 16). These have diversified
their offer and nowadays include
clothe and food retail. The
commerce related to food
consumption is located in the North

- South axis, but tend to
concentrate towards Bemardo
O’Higgins Avenue.

On the other hand, the greater scale
programmes, such as the
department stores and cinemas,
have a different pattern of location.
While the department stores can
only be found in the main axis —to
the north of the smaller shops- (Fig.
16) the cinemas concentrate in an
orthogonal axis -specifically in the
precinct “Paseo Huérfanos™- which
becomes one of the main destinies
among the established
programmes.

(5) Final considerations

The first consideration to be recalled is that Santiago has few free places of no

the weekends, if is poss\ble 1o recognize certain types of groups.
These were classified as (i) ' inter-gender” where three or more persons
of both genders were mciudsd (ii) ‘mono-gender’ where the group
of more than two was entirely male or females (iil) ‘couples’, and (iv)'
families’ defined a s one or more adult with one or more child. The
observations indicated that the couples are the most frequent group,
that many of the ‘inter-gender’ groups correspond to Peruvian residents
in Chile and that there are many individuals walking by, but these to
move much faster than the rest, as if going to a precise destiny.

The more relevants points of downtown are defined like the ones that
pusses the mayor pedestrian flow. These turned out to be “Paseo

ada”, “Paseo Puente”, * Passu Estado”, "Pasec Huérfanos” and
the “Plaza de Armas” (Fig.1

From the data a diagram was where people in
appear sign with a green dot and stoped people with a red dot (fig
18). Here it is possible to observe a great predominance of the
pedestrians flows on the halting in the street, that one is group
mainly in the “Plaza de Armas” and throughout the strolls, specraHy
in the corners.

Yet the most important result was the great variety of activities found
-strolling, observing other people, courting, window shopping, eahng.
observing informal shows, chess playing, and others~ and the fact
that most of them are related to movement, yet alternated with short
periods of static observation. Thus a programme that aims at promoting
activities in a downtown area during weekends, should be more
dedicated to the reinforcement of pedestrian routes than with the
creation of established programmes.

consumption, that the downtown area offers this possibility to a wide and
heterogeneous population, therefore becoming an important social integrator.

This second observation that comes out of this study is that the no-consumption
activities have a predominantly moving condition. Thus, the no-consumption-
recreation should be understood more as a route structure than as a set of
destinations with established programmes.

An additional interesting point to be signalled, is that the lighted but closed window
shops attracte much attention, and constitute an important objective of the no-
consumption strolling.

Finally, the paper suggests that it is more feasible to maintain a reasonable level
of activity in traditional areas of cities by supporting the non-commercial activities,
thus turning the weakness into an advantage, than by competing in commercial
facilities with the malls.
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